
Raising Our Kids In A Connected World
Perspectives From a Cybersecurity Expert, University Instructor and Father of Three

Michael Spaling – Team Lead, Information Security
University of Alberta

Nov 9, 2022 – Cyber Summit, Banff



#whoami
Team Lead, Information Security @ ualberta

Instructor, MINT 719 – Advanced Network Security @ ualberta

Supervisor, MINT 709 – Capstone Research Project @ ualberta

Co-Chair/Member on Various Post-Secondary Cybersecurity Advisory Committees



One Quick Request
Please don’t include my kids names, ages, locations etc. 





“Mommy, what did you watch on 
Netflix when you were a little girl?” 

– My daughter at 4 years old



Raising Kids Who Do Not Know Life 
Without The Internet











“Everything’s not 
awesome, but that 

doesn’t mean that it’s 
hopeless and bleak” 

♫ ♫ ♫









Be Actively Involved In Our Kids 
Digital Lives



Pay Attention To What They Say
&

Be Inquisitive, Not Dismissive



Daily Commentary From My Kids

“It’s only hacking if
you change something”

“I saw something funny
on YouTube today”

“Fly that Big Chungus
over here”

“Haha that guy got yeeted”

“Daddy, I searched
you on Google today”

“Stop trying to see
my password!”

“It wants a password,
try *REDACTED*,
that works at home”

“DADDY! She didn’t
lock her computer!”

“I just started a game, 
can I finish?”



Reverse Mentoring
Let the younger generation teach the older 
generation about technology and services
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Thank-you!
Questions?
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