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Misinformation and fake 
news – who cares?

All of us technically should care.



But who can trust the mainstream media?



Kathy English, chair of The 
Canadian Journalism 
Foundation

• "Journalism matters to every citizen of the 
world. 

• Without facts, freedom and democracy can 
fail.

• Journalism at its best can – and does – make 
a difference in the lives of individuals, our 
communities, our countries, and the future 
of our planet. 

• We celebrate the power of fact-based 
journalism to make a difference." 



• As the world around us grows 
more complex and crisis ridden, 
audiences seek out credible 
voices to help them make 
sense of developments. 

• This is how professional 
newsrooms make a difference. 
They interpret events and help 
people join the dots, adding 
perspective and context.

•  World News Day a timely 
reminder of why good 
journalism matters."

Warren Fernandez, President of 
the World Editors Forum (WEF) 
and Editor-in-Chief of The 
Straits Times in Singapore



Let’s take a 
snapshot of 
the trending 
topics of the 
past two 
years

Vaccines

Healthcare

Freedom

Who owns Twitter now?





When you think of those topics they usually 
have a trigger effect

•You may feel one or more of these feelings
•Positive - happy, supported, loved and taken care of by your 
family, your neighbourhood, professionals and your 
government.

•Or
•Negative - Fear, distrust, being held back from different forces 
and being worried about the future.



I think we need a breather after that!



We all have 
a role to 
play
 -
Journalists



Rebel Media- Ezra Levant’s 
group is not helping

•“Organizations like yours – that continue to spread 
misinformation and disinformation on the science around 
vaccines … is part of why we’re seeing such unfortunate anger 
and lack of understanding of basic science,” said Trudeau. 
“Frankly your – I won’t call it a media organization – your group 
of individuals need to take accountability for some of the 
polarization that we’re seeing in this country.”

•“I salute all extraordinary hard-working journalists who put 
science and facts at the heart of what they do and ask me 
tough questions every day, but make sure that they are 
educating and informing Canadians from a broad range of 
perspectives – which is the last thing that you guys do,” he 
said.



We all have 
a role to play 
- 

Public

Critical thinking



What does critical thinking look like? 
Checking out more than one site for a story



Hootsuite July 
2021 article 
by Simon 
Kemp

Half a Billion 
Users Joined 
Social in the Last 
Year (And Other 
Facts)







The use of critical 
thinking to identify fake 
news: A systematic 
Literature Review

•Published by Paul Machete 
and Marita Turpin

•Published on April 1, 2020



1.8 billion active 
users on 
Facebook

• 50% of traffic is related to fake news sites.
• Twitter has 400 million active users and comes in 

second 
• Posts on these sites remain unchecked and 

spready rapidly as they grab our attention with little 
substantive information, “creating a breeding 
ground for dissemination of fake news.”



Who should be 
responsible?

• Some say onus should be on the social media 
organizations

• Curating and eliminating fake news and 
misinformation so as not to sway viewers.

• Others say participants should be responsible for 
verifying the content they read before posting it.

• 2016 American election had Russian bots and 
paid trolls to populate social media feeds with 
misinformation

• Clickbait headlines help generate traffic to 
original websites compelling content creators to 
create fake news to drive ad revenue even 
though they may not believe in the fake news 
themselves.



What is the Nieman Lab?
•The Nieman Journalism Lab was founded in 2008 at Harvard 
University in Boston, Massachusetts and is an attempt to 
help journalism figure out its future in an Internet age.

•Established in 1938, the Nieman Foundation for 
Journalism at Harvard administers the oldest fellowship 
program for journalists in the world. More than 1,300 journalists 
of accomplishment from 88 countries have received Nieman 
Fellowships 



Nieman Lab article
U.S. politicians tweet much more 
misinformation than those in the U.K. and 
Germany

This Sept. 22, 2022 article 
was written By STEPHAN 

LEWANDOWSKY and JANA 
LASSER Sept. 22, 2022

Republican politicians were 
found to share untrustworthy 

websites more than nine 
times as often as Democratic 

politicians.”

9 times!







What is needed for social media 
consumption?

•Critical thinking 
education starting in 
K-12



The Global Digital Citizen Foundation

Great tips 
here!



Questions?
•Kris.hodgson-bright@l
ethbridgecollege.ca

•Cell: 403-360-7473
•LinkedIn: Kris 
Hodgson-Bright

•Twitter: hodgsonkr 
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